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Dear Editor/Reviewer:

Catherine the Great is one of the most fascinating rulers in history—yet there are no novels about her in print. Now, award-winning author Eva Stachniak’s THE WINTER PALACE: A Novel of Catherine the Great (Bantam Hardcover; January 10, 2012) tells the epic story of Catherine’s improbable rise to power as seen through the eyes of an all-but-invisible servant and friend close to the throne. Drawing on letters, diaries, and on-the-ground research, THE WINTER PALACE illuminates the early life of one of history’s most enigmatic and powerful women as only the best historical novels can. As Booklist wrote in a [image: image1.wmf]starred review, “Stachniak’s brilliant, bold historical novel of eighteenth-century Russia is a masterful account of one woman’s progress toward absolute monarchical rule….This superb biographical epic proves the Tudors don’t have a monopoly on marital scandal, royal intrigue, or feminine triumph.”
In an interview, Stachniak can discuss:

· What drew her to write about Catherine the Great as the subject of historical fiction

· How her narrator—a young Polish woman who serves as a spy in the Winter Palace—offers unique insight into the court life and politics that transformed Princess Sophie into Catherine the Great
· What life was like in the Russian court at the time, especially for women
· The challenges Princess Sophie faced when she arrived in Russia, and how she changed as she came into power

· Her relationships—with her mother-in-law the Empress Elizabeth, with her husband the Grand Duke Peter, with the men who inhabited both her bedroom and her political sphere

· What we can expect to see in Stachniak’s next novel about Catherine
With dazzling details and intense drama, Stachniak paints a complex and unique portrait of Catherine the Great that draws in part on her own Polish-Canadian personal history. “I have been drawn to Catherine for some time,” says Stachniak. “She was a powerful woman who survived and triumphed in a misogynist world, and she was shaped by the 18th century, the Age of Reason—a time I find irresistible. Like me, this German princess who came to Russia when she was fourteen was an immigrant.  Like me, she had to re-invent herself in a new country, learn to understand it and change in the process. I was enthralled.”
Impeccably researched and magnificently written, THE WINTER PALACE opens an irresistible, intimate, never-before-seen window into one of history’s grandest tales. Let’s talk soon about Eva Stachniak and THE WINTER PALACE.
Sincerely,
Lisa Barnes, Assistant Director of Publicity

Sonya Safro, Publicist
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